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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">may be a matter of personal preference, but the<BR>distinction is a real one.   Certain it is in any case that<BR>John Hampden had no predisposition for parlia- <BR>mentary conflict as such.   He saw it only as a means to<BR>the end, which was a reformed and liberated England.<BR>In the closing months of his life. Parliament became<BR>little better than an expediency, disabled and demoral- <BR>ised in impotent effort to achieve a purpose that had<BR>become confused.   Hampden, in the midst of these<BR>discouragements, lost neither his faith nor his fortitude*<BR>Had he lived, we may believe that with Cromwell he<BR>would have directed the new life that invigorated the<BR>Puritan cause after Marston Moor in 1644. But in the<BR>event he had nothing to sustain him to his death but<BR>a conviction, unsupported by any present circum- <BR>stances, that somehow or another right must prevail.<BR>Having reduced Reading, Essex relapsed into his<BR>natural state of torpor.   He disposed his lines with an<BR>incompetence that enabled Rupert to prosecute a<BR>guerilla warfare which was immune from punishment.<BR>The Puritan troops, maddened by this constraint,<BR>discarded their affection for Old Robin, and petitioned<BR>Parliament  for  his   removal.     They  begged   that<BR>Hampden should be put in his place.    What would<BR>have happened if their desires had been granted must<BR>remain  matter  for   attractive  speculation.      The<BR>King's <I>Mercurius Aulicus </I>wrote, on April   nth, &quot;It<BR>was this day reported exceedingly confidently by some<BR>who came from London lately, how it was noised in the<BR>City that the Earl of Essex was to leave the place of<BR>General unto Mr. Hampden, as one more active and<BR>so by consequence more capable of the style of<BR>Excellency.'   Hampden himself put a summary end</FONT><BR>\
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